238              THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

one of the virtues. That patriotism, however, which is imbued
with the spirit of religion does the world no harm. To seek the
good of one's own country at the cost of the rest of the world is
false patriotism. Just as service to one's country inspired by the
spirit of religion is also service to humanity, so my service of
human beings includes service to the animal-world. My reason
for this belief is that my service to human beings is not incom-
patible with the welfare of the animal-world.

There is a false, outward show of religion in our country.
We want to do impossible or futile acts of what seems to us kind-
ness but we would not do what lies within our capacity. In the
words of Dhira Bhagat1, we steal an anvil and resolve to make
amends by the gift of a needle. If we put the idea in the
language of the Gita, we omit to do what little good we easily can
by adhering to our own dharma and cherish ambitions of doing
what falls within the sphere of others' dharma, with the result that
we succeed in doing nothing. It is to explain this that I have taken
the trouble to answer the letter in question and explain why I
do not at present engage myself in this highest dharma of ending
cruelty to animals*

We are not creators of the universe. We are not omnipotent.
If we put to good use the strength we possess, it will increase of
itself and we shall not then, if we are honest, fail to use it.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 14-6-1925

138.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, BARISAD-

June 14, 1925

In a joint reply Mr, Gandhi said that, when he visited the place last
time, he found Aswini Kumar Dutta, though not in the best of health, yet,
alive. He was an extraordinary man, with innumerable qualities, a man who
founded a number of institutions. He suffered for the country and made
wonderful sacrifices.

Mr. Gandhi thought it their bounden duty to perpetuate the memory
of a man of that character, but he was sorry to hear that attempts made to
collect money to perpetuate his memory had not been crowned with success.
He had heard with regret that sufficient funds had not been collected. He

1A medieval poet of Gujarat

2 Gandhiji was presented with three addresses, by the Municipality, the
Reception Committee and the Samaj Sevak Sangh. About 5,000 people at-
tended the meeting.